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Founder Jimmy Wales To Visit India To Increase Awareness

. N Shivapriya
MUMBAI

IKIPEDIA  founder Jimmy

Wales, who will be in India next

week to drum up awareness
about the online encyclopedia and increase
Indian language contributions, says he’s a
pathological optimist.

The Wikipedia project has not only built
the largest online encyclopedia, but a re-
source that is free, collaborative and credi-
ble. In an era where integrity of informa-
tion is often in doubt, it has successfully
leveraged the internet’s positives and can-
celled out its negatives.

“We’ve come a long way and are quite
successful in maintaining its high quality
but we have alot of work to do, especially in
this part of the world,” Mr Wales told ET in
an interview from Hong Kong. .

“1 did have great hopes for Wikipedia but
it's exceeded even my expectations,” he ad-
mitted. Wikipedia’s annual budget is a shoe-
string $20.4 million, despite havingincreased
over the years since it started in 2001.

Most of its donors are individuals con-
tributing . sums of around $35 and
Wikipedia hardly felt the heat of the reces-
sion. “We have to take fundraising very se-
riously. Itis always a challenge to make sure
that every year we have funds, but we did
not feel any impact of the recession on do-
nations,” said Mr Wales.

A former futures and options trader, Mr
Wales says he now earns his living by ‘doing
speeches and conferences’. He doesn't take
a salary at Wikimedia, the not-for-profit
foundation that runs Wikipedia, that re-
cruited a few full-time employees for the
first time in its history recently. His other
venture, Wikia, a collaborative publishing
platform, is for-profit but he doesn’t draw a
salary even there.

The self-confessed optimist is also a firm
believer that India is at an inflection point.
“That is one of the reasons why we selected
India for our first office outside the US. We
have a very large community of users. We
want to take Wikipedia across all popula-
tions, not just the English-speaking popula-
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tion,” said Mr Wales.

This is not his first, but tenth visit to India,
but possibly the one that is most public, as
Wikipedia embarks on an initiative to ex-
pand in what it calls the Global South —

countries in Asia (excluding Japan), Cen-
tral and South America, Africa, Eastern Eu-
rope and Russia.

“Right now, the English Wikipedia is
less than 20% of the total content. I expect
that to fall to 10% in less than two years,”
he added.

Though Mr Wales is said to now play
more of a mentoring role and drive strategy
and direction, he still dabbles in the English
‘Wiki ‘just for fun as editor’.

He is also very active on the site, con-
stantly doing different discussions on email.
Mr Wales claims he founded Wikipedia on
his own and not with Larry Sanger as some
reports claim. “Istarted it and he was an em-
ployee,” he said.

‘Wikipedia's page on Jimmy Wales, how-
ever, says, “Wales is historically cited as a
co-founder of Wikipedia, though he has
disputed the “co-" designation in declaring
himself the sole founder.” From this per-
haps comes the biggest validation for
Wikipedia's credibility.

n.shivapriya@timesgroup.com
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