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Dear Colleague,

Are you working for a Civil Society Organisation and want to know more about
Disinformation and its effects? Are you curious about the Digital Services Act, the Al Act,
the Media Freedom Act, and their implications on disinformation and democracy? Do you
want to learn more about the role of big tech in this space? If you want to be more
knowledgeable about these issues and get skills that can foster collaborative CSO policy
action in Europe, we invite you to join Fundacion Maldita.es online workshop series Fighting
Disinformation using Public Policy, which will be free of charge for all selected attendees
thanks to our partnership with the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS).

This online course consists of five 90-minute training sessions and a final roundtable
with experts and trainees that seeks to empower CSOs by providing resources and
expert-led workshops to enhance their policy and advocacy capacities for fighting
disinformation. Among other topics, the training will cover aspects such as the international
regulatory frameworks on Disinformation and big tech accountability, the protection of
Freedom of Speech online, and the policy initiatives around Foreign Information
Manipulation and Interference (FIMI).

The course is conducted by the Policy Team of Maldita.es, a non-profit organisation whose
purpose is to fight disinformation by empowering citizens, which has been involved in
different policy efforts across the years including shaping current legislation, the negotiation
of the Code of Practice on Disinformation, the European Commission High Level Expert
Group on Fake News and Disinformation, and the creation of EDMO national hubs and the
European Fact-Checking Standards Network.

This course has been funded by the European Citizenship Action Service (ECAS) in the
framework of the EURECA (European Citizenship Accelerator) 2024 project, co-funded by
the Citizenship, Equality, Rights and Values Programme (CERV) of the European Union.
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Course Overview

e How is the course structured? Consists of five 90-minute training modules and one
roundtable discussion with experts, covering the basics of disinformation regulation
and policy solutions, such the DSA, tackling disinformation on VLOPs, platform
accountability, Freedom of Speech, platform moderation or FIMI.

e When will the course happen? The Five 90-minute training modules will be in June
and July 2024, with the roundtable scheduled for September.

e How much does it cost? It is free if you are selected, thank to the support of the
European Citizenship Action Service (ECAS)

Sessions

1. June 20, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Disinformation and Regulation: The Basics

June 27, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Disinformation on Very Large Online Platforms

July 4, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Using regulation to Fight Disinformation at the EU Level
July 11, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Media and Disinformation

July 18, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Policy Solutions Against Disinformation
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6. September 12, 2024 (15:00 CEST): Advocacy to Fight Disinformation

Register to the course here

We look forward to welcoming you to the program. Have questions? Please send us an
email at policy@maldita.es

Warm regards,

The Policy Team of Maldita.es
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Fighting Disinformation using Public Policy

How to strengthen civic capacity to address disinformation through Advocacy and Policy

Development

Course program’

June 20, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

1. Disinformation and Regulation: The Basics

1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.
1.5.
1.6.

When lying is illegal

When lying is harmful

The law and disinformation through history
Publisher and platform liability

Traditional approaches to harmful content
Disinformation and freedom of speech

June 27, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

2. Disinformation on Very Large Online Platforms

2.1.
2.2.
2.3.
2.4.
2.5.
2.6.
2.7.
2.8.

Section 230 and the US regulatory environment for disinformation
UN/UNESCO/OCDE frameworks for platform regulation on disinformation
The risk mitigation model

Platforms and the Digital Services Act

The T&Cs of the major platforms around disinformation

Platforms and the EU Code of Practice on Disinformation

Generative Al and disinformation

FIMI on VLOPs and regulation

July 4, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

3. Using Regulation to Fight Disinformation at the EU Level

3.1.
3.2.
3.3.
3.4.
3.5.
3.6.
3.7.
3.8.

For action: DSA framework for notice and action
Trusted Flaggers and DSCs

Exposing systemic risks

Exposing systemic breaches on risk mitigation
For research

For advocacy

The limits of DSA enforcement for VLOPs
GDPR

' *Content and dates could be subject to updates.
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July 11, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

4. Media and Disinformation
4.1. Legal obligations of media/journalist in different markets
4.2.  Special protections for media
4.3.  Special protections for journalists
4.4. Harassment of journalists and available support (SLAPPs)
4.5. Self regulation models, examples, and its limitations
4.6. Fact-checking methodology and standards

July 18, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

5. Policy Solutions Against Disinformation

5.1.  Media literacy
5.2.  Transparency and data access
5.3.  Politicians and responsibility
5.4. Prebunking
5.5. Labelling
5.6.  Visibility decrease
5.7.  The role of recommender systems
5.8.  Authoritative role
5.9.  Curation of results

5.10. Information panels

5.11.  Snippets

5.12. Removals

5.13.  Scalability and effectiveness

September 12, 2024 (15:00 CEST)

6. Roundtable: Advocacy to Fight Disinformation (experts will be announced soon)
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